Strenghtening Health Promotion Research
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Dear all,

Abstract:

The IUHPE has been engaged in a process to involve members, partners and other stakeholders in a discussion on strengthening health promotion research for the past two years. This culminated with a series of sessions at the 20th IUHPE World Conference on Health Promotion in July 2010 to identify priorities that could be part of an action plan for IUHPE to strengthen HP research. The suggested priorities that arose through this process can be categorized into three main action areas. The purpose of this dialogue stream is to seek your input on these short-term priorities so that we can begin working to identify a cohort of committed people in the IUHPE community to take this agenda forward and strengthen research in health promotion.

1) Connect

Conduct an inventory of IUHPE membership to identify key resources embedded in the global expert network. This exercise will aim to identify the current critical mass of research hubs and centers, including academic-based units and independent or public research institutes. Moreover, it would seek to identify what they are working on specifically. The purpose is to facilitate collaborative work for researchers and research centers within the IUHPE, and to generate means for creating and strengthening links with (and between) researchers and research centers in health promotion and other related fields. Ultimately, this exercise would lead to the formation of an IUHPE sub-network of IUHPE Research Centers. Such an identity would support the goals of strengthening research as an interest of the IUHPE, and this entity could provide a concrete mechanism for exchange, debate, support, collaboration and publication and dissemination.

2) Exchange

Organize a one-day conference to provide a space for exchanges between researchers and research students with presentations of research and discussion on research issues and challenges in health promotion. This event would be held within the next IUHPE World Conference and built into the conference program as a satellite event. This earmarked opportunity for research-focused content and discussion has the potential to define and support the strategic directions of the IUHPE and the research sub-network. Practically, this would entail a full range of underlying activities and preparations, including the establishment of a Scientific Committee and Executive Committee to develop, coordinate, plan and implement the event.

3) Develop

One of the priorities identified was the need to advocate to funding bodies and donor agencies that commission and fund research. This requires an initial step. An environmental scan is recommended, to map and analyze the situation in terms of research funding in health promotion: funding sources, amounts, aims, objectives, target groups, topics, geographic focus, etc.

There is consensus that the IUHPE has a role to play in terms of convening researchers, building capacity, and advocating for a paradigm shift to strengthen support for HP research in the health paradigm. The IUHPE is uniquely placed to use its global network to contribute to theory-building, and to develop analytical debates on theoretical discussions. The process that resulted in the identification of these priority areas emphasized the significance of the on-going attention required for the development of health promotion theory if research in health promotion is to develop accordingly.

We invite your comments and reactions to these three priority areas aforementioned. This dialogue stream is the last step prior to the drafting of a three-year action plan that will be discussed at the IUHPE’s Executive Committee meeting in December. Of course, it is recognized that this work will require the exploration of many details that will be captured in the action plan (including identification of partners and resource people, roles and responsibilities, resources, and target dates for products and milestones).

Louise Potvin (University of Montreal), IUHPE Board Member & Chair IUHPE Ad-Hoc group on HP Research
Catherine Jones, IUHPE Programme Director (cjones@iuhpe.org)



Please kindly note that comments can be posted in English, Spanish or French. The full report is available at http://www.iuhpe.org/uploaded/Membership/StrengtheningHPResearch_GenevaActivities_Report.pdf

Looking forward to your comments and contributions.

Best Regards
Dr. Gbenga Adebayo
Stream Moderator
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